
Transitioning to Net Positive Futures with a Community Led Platform. 
 

“Learning more about the plant knowledge of my Tupuna ancestors through 
my Great Grandmother Te Miringa Te Rorarangi’s rongoa..” 
 
My name is Tanya Te Miringa Te Rorarangi Ruka, I am of Ngati Pakau, Ngapuhi descent and I have 
been practicing art for over 18 years. The key element of my research is kaitiakitanga or stewardship 
and the inherent need for humans to have a connection to nature. I have been exploring this innate 
relationship through Matauranga Māori ancestral migrational, seasonal & navigational knowledge, 
cosmology & creation stories. Learning more about the plant knowledge of my Tupuna ancestors 
through my Great Grandmother Te Miringa Te Rorarangi’s rongoa Māori plant medicine recipes, has 
led me on a really fascinating journey into the realm of plants, nature and our environment. Since 
2017 I have been collaborating with researchers from COCA Massey University, who are developing 
pathways towards native plant fibre, namely harakeke textiles and materials. This work inspired a 
dream to grow organic nutrient dense food, fibre and native plants and trees together in a 
biodiverse system.  
 

The death of a national Taonga. 
 
There are some of my family members who have been involved with the struggle for environmental 
justice for over 30 years. It has become more difficult to access our ancestral foods in rivers, lakes 
and the oceans, due to industrial and agricultural pollution. Māori have high mortality rates from 
nutritional related illnesses such as obesity, heart and kidney disease, diabetes and cancer. Māori 
whakapapa genealogy demonstrates the interconnection of land and people - intrinsically linked. 
Kauri dieback disease, the death of Tāne Mahuta, our most sacred tree Kauri, is one of the greatest 
warning signs from Papatuanuku. This is essentially my motivation for the design and activation of 
Region Net Positive. In light of COVID 19 and the progression of viral diseases in both human and 
environment due to climate change and pollution, add to this the rapid decline of nutrients within 
our food, I felt an even greater sense of urgency.  

 
Nature as an inspirational re source for technology design. 
 
An opportunity in the making Region Net Positive is a concept design that has been inspired by 
forest network systems. Currently there is no online network that is dedicated to bringing together 
the extensive knowledge of the natural farming community. The idea was to create an online 
resource also accessible to those using conventional methods. As a community led database the 
Region Net Positive platform will create an online resource of information, sharing up to date, real 
time information and data from the field. By gathering and sharing crucial and current data; growers, 
producers, practitioners, educators, scientists and technicians will have an invaluable data resource 
to evaluate environmental next steps. We are only just beginning to understand the sophisticated 
technology within the natural world. Exploration into soil and rebuilding relationships with the land 
are at the forefront of the journey. Simply put, in order to maintain the system that supports human 
life, we need to focus on reciprocal engagement with the majority of life forms on earth. This will 
require an evolution beyond stewardship, transitioning into the technology and methodologies of 
the natural realm.  

www.regionnetpositive.com 
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